Big Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan
Advisory Committee (GSPAC)

Virtual Meeting
Thursday April 6, 2023

11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Join via Zoom Conference Call
https://lakecounty.zoom.us/j/91780884524?pwd=bC8yZVgzdONka2tjYk83TksxU1Fpdz09
Meeting ID: 917 8088 4524
Passcode: 902681

Meeting Agenda

. Roll Call

1.1. Roll call of current GSPAC Members and acknowledge open seats

. Review and Approve November 18 2022 Meeting Minutes

. Big Valley Groundwater Updates

3.1. Current groundwater conditions and drought-related information

3.2. Big Valley Facilitation Support Services (FSS) Update

3.3. Big Valley Technical Support Services (TSS) Update

. Clear Lake Hitch (Chi)

4.1. Brief overview of State Water Resources Control Board Voluntary Actions Letter
. Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Updates and Next Steps

5.1. Outcomes of Agreement No. 4600013563 Extension - BVGSP Sustainable Groundwater
Monitoring (SGM) Planning Grant

5.2. Updates on Big Valley Grant Application


https://lakecounty.zoom.us/j/91780884524?pwd=bC8yZVgzd0Nka2tjYk83TksxU1Fpdz09

* At any time during GSP implementation, we encourage community members to share their comments,
suggestions, and feedback. In addition to designated public comment time during each GSPAC meeting,

comments can also be submitted to the committee via email at water.resources@lakecountyca.gov.
Please include



mailto:water.resources@lakecountyca.gov
http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Government/Directory/WaterResources/Programs___Projects/Big_Valley_GSP/StayConnected.htm
https://lakecounty.zoom.us/j/91780884524?pwd=bC8yZVgzd0Nka2tjYk83TksxU1Fpdz09
https://lakecounty.zoom.us/u/aylJeBfm4
mailto:91780884524@zoomcrc.com
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Water Boards

February 15, 2023
Immediate Action Needed to Keep Water in Clear Lake Creeks

The Clear Lake hitch, a large minnow found only in Clear Lake and its tributary creeks,
could soon go extinct. You are receiving this letter because you own or manage
property in the Clear Lake area and the State Water Resources Control Board

(State Water Board or Board) needs your help to keep water flowing in Clear Lake
creeks for the hitch this spring.

The Problem

Historically, Clear Lake hitch likely numbered in the millions, but the population has
been declining for many years. In 2014, California designated the hitch as a threatened
species. While the hitch's decline is linked to several factors—including habitat loss,
passage barriers, drought conditions, and invasive species—the most immediate threat
to their survival is little to no water flowing in Clear Lake creeks this spring for hitch
spawning and rearing.

Groundwater—Surface Water Connection

It's possible that groundwater pumping is impacting the amount of water flowing in
Clear Lake creeks. Groundwater pumping in a watershed can reduce the amount of
surface water flowing through creeks, particularly when multiple users are pumping at
the same time. The effects of groundwater pumping on creek flows can be
instantaneous or can occur more slowly over days, months, or years.

How You Can Help

The State Water Board is deeply committed to helping Clear Lake communities and
tribes protect the hitch. In 2023, we are focusing our efforts on Adobe, Kelsey, Manning,
Cole, and Middle creeks. We are asking people in the watersheds that feed these
creeks to take voluntary actions to keep water flowing from February through May 2023.
Without enough water flowing during this time, the hitch cannot spawn and may go
extinct. A map of the creeks and their watersheds is included with this letter.

Voluntary actions you can take to keep water flowing include the following:

« Reduce surface water diversions and groundwater pumping, especially from wells
that are close to creeks.

 Coordinate the timing of diversions and pumping with neighbors, so that everyone
does not divert or pump at the same time, to reduce impacts on given days or times.

« Use non-water methods for frost protection (such as wind machines or heaters).

« Fill storage reservoirs and water tanks as early in the year as possible before hitch
are in the creeks.

« Operate reservoirs and ponds in ways that keep water in the creeks or maximize flows.
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